
Chapter 3 “I am a Church Member”  

Text:  Mark 9:33‐37  

Title: "The Inverted Paradigm of Prestige"  

 

Introduction: Thom Rainer’s chapter 3 in I Am A Church Member is entitled, “I Will Not Let 

My Church Be about My Preferences and Desires.”   If you haven’t had a chance to read chapter 

3, I encourage you to do so.  He says some things that may sting at first, but nonetheless, they are 

biblical.  

 

One thing in particular he points out is the following: “But the strange thing about church 

membership is that you actually give up your preferences when you join.  Don’t get me wrong; 

there may be much about your church that you like a lot. But you are there to meet the needs of 

others.  You are there to serve others. You are there to give.  You are there to sacrifice”   (Rainer, 

I Am A Church Member, 34).  

 

The main point of chapter 3 is that being a church member is not about being served but it 

is about serving others.  

 

Society paints a picture which is all about being served. What can I get out of someone to climb 

the ladder of success?   How can being friends with a certain group of people benefit my career? 

Christ, however, turns this paradigm upside down with his instructions to his disciples which are 

also just as relevant for us today.  

 

Let’s check out His words from Mark’s Gospel: Mark 9:33‐37 Who Is the Greatest? 33And they 

came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing 

on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who 

was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone 

would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the 

midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child 

in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”  

 

Big Idea: We as Christians should always seek to serve everyone in the body regardless of how 

it might or might not benefit us.  

 

1.Repent of our pride if it is present.      

2.Receive Christ’s inverted paradigm of greatness. Notice the inverted paradigm which is totally 

the antithesis of what we see in society today.  Furthermore, it was in direct opposition of the 

paradigm of Christ’s day as well.  

3.React by serving the entire body of Christ.    

 

Conclusion: Illustration: Pastor and author John Piper points out that Jesus doesn’t want to 

destroy the joy of being great.    The problem lies in our pursuit of greatness in which we feel 

like we are better than others.    When others praise of our accomplishments makes us think that 

we are more intelligent, or we are more gifted, or we are  more deserving of rewards than others, 

then all of this is simply pride, arrogance and simply sin. 

 



How do we view our own membership here at HPC?  Do we have a sense of entitlement, or do 

we have an attitude of servant hood that looks to serve rather than to have our own personal 

preferences met? 

 

Third Pledge:  I will not let my church be bout my preferences and desires. That is self-serving. 

I am a member in this church to serve others and to serve Christ. My Savior went to a cross for 

me. I can deal with any inconveniences and matters that just aren't my preference or style.   
 


