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Engaging in the Anti-Racism Journey    
The Anti-racism Task Group believes it is called by Jesus to recognize, acknowledge and root out racism, 
be it interpersonal, structural or systemic, in our communities, churches, state and country. We admit our 
own complicity in racism and commit to this work as an essential expression of our faith. Our focus is to 

work with the people of the Presbytery to challenge and support each other in this Anti-racism work. Our 
intent is to do this through encouraging education, discussion, partnership and action.  

Anti-Racism Resource Page 

The Doctrine of Discovery 

The Doctrine of Discovery has its roots in the Middle Ages (500 to 1450 CE). It devel-

oped out of the Roman Catholic Church doctrine used to support the Crusades to 

the Holy Land from 1026 to 1271. To justify the Crusades, the pope established the 

idea that it was his responsibility to create a universal Christian world, controlled 

by the Church. That meant that attacking the non-Christians, or pagans, was justi-

fied. While many have heard about the Crusades, few probably think about their re-

lationship to the European attitude toward the “discovery” of North America and 

the Doctrine of Discovery that guided it. And why talk about this in this column any-

way? Because, the racism that is still causing so much pain today, has deep roots in 

Europe’s history. 

In the 1400’s, as Spain and Portugal began their discovery and conquest of the 

world beyond Europe, the Roman Catholic Church adopted several new doctrines. 

These doctrines claimed to protect the rights of “pagans” (anyone not Christian) 

but only if they did not stray too far from European norms for behavior. This meant 

that Spain and Portugal had the right to legally seize lands and rights of non-

Christians who didn’t behave as Europeans did. 

Then, in 1452, in a document titled Dum Diversas, Pope Nicholas V gave permission to 

King Alfonso V of Portugal “to capture, vanquish, and subdue, all Saracens, Pa-

gans, and other enemies of Christ,” to “reduce their persons to perpetual slavery” 

and take away all their possessions and property. When Columbus “claimed” the 

lands he encountered in his journey, Isabella and Ferdinand asked the Pope to af-

firm that they now owned these lands. In time, the English Protestant church em-

ployed the same doctrine to justify its claim over the lands they wanted to take. 

This is the context, and these are the attitudes, that informed those who 

“discovered” America. Because no Europeans had seen these lands before, whichev-

er European nation landed on another land, felt justified in taking possession of it. 

As for the residents, because they were not Christian, they need not be treated as 

full human beings. This is the Doctrine of Discovery. 

Today, some would say that this was just how people thought at that time. What is 

past is past. But what was, in some ways still is. Next week, we will explore how the 

Doctrine of Discovery, this idea that anything a European discovered became theirs, 

continues to hold power in our nation today. 

And some of us may need to explore how it may still hold sway in us as well. 

https://sites.google.com/a/pbywny.org/presbytery-of-western-new-york/anti-racism-resources
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The Lord’s Love Letter to You... 

My Child, 

“You may not know me, but I know everything about you  

I know when you sit down and when you rise up  

I am familiar with all your ways     ~ Psalm 139:1-3  

Even the very hairs on your head are numbered      ~ Matthew 10:29-31 

For you were made in my image    ~ Genesis 1:27  

In me you live and move and have your being  

For you are my offspring       ~ Acts 17:28  

I knew you even before you were conceived   ~ Jeremiah 1:4-5  

I chose you when I planned creation   ~ Ephesians 1:11-12  

You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book    ~ Psalm 139:15-16 

I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live      ~ Acts 17:26   

You are fearfully and wonderfully made  

I knit you together in your mother's womb                ~ Psalm 139:14, 13  

And brought you forth on the day you were born   ~ Psalm 71:6  

I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me   ~ John 8:41-44 

I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love  ~ 1 John 4:16  

And it is my desire to lavish my love on you  

Simply because you are my child and I am your father      ~ 1 John 3:1 

I offer you more than your earthly father ever could     ~ Matthew 7:11 

For I am the perfect father   ~ Matthew 5:48  

Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand      ~ James 1:17  

For I am your provider and I meet all your needs     ~ Matthew 6:31-33  

My plan for your future has always been filled with hope  ~ Jeremiah 29:11 

Because I love you with an everlasting love   ~ Jeremiah 31:3  

My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore     ~ Psalm 139:17-

18 

And I rejoice over you with singing  ~ Zephaniah 3:17 

I will never stop doing good to you  ~ Jeremiah 32:40 
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The Lord’s Love Letter to You... 

For you are my treasured possession  ~ Exodus 19:5 

I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul  ~ Jeremiah 32:41 

And I want to show you great and marvelous things  ~ Jeremiah 33:3 

If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me ~ Deuteronomy 4:29 

Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart  ~ Psalm 37:4 

For it is I who gave you those desires  ~ Philippians 2:13 

I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine ~ Ephesians 3:20 

For I am your greatest encourager   ~ 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles    ~ 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you   ~ Psalm 34:18 

As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart  ~ Isaiah 40:11 

One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes  

And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth    ~ Revelation 21:3-4 

I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus    ~ John 17:23 

For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed  ~ John 17:26 

He is the exact representation of my being  ~ Hebrews 1:3 

He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you   ~ Romans 8:31 

And to tell you that I am not counting your sins  

Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled   ~ 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you ~ 1 John 4:10 

I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love  ~ Romans 8:31-32  

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me  ~ 1 John 2:23 

And nothing will ever separate you from my love again  ~ Romans 8:38-39 

Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen  ~ Luke 15:7 

I have always been Father, and will always be Father  ~ Ephesians 3:14-15 

My question is ~ Will you be my child?    ~ John 1:12-13 

I am waiting for you ~ Luke 15: 11-32 

 

Love,  

Your Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  

the Almighty God 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS: 

 

Hannah Circle, Wednesday, April 12th @ 10:00am  

Amy Low Room 

Marci Toney - leader 

 

Elizabeth Circle Thursday, April 13th @ 9:30am  

Janie Feltz’s home 

Janie Smith - leader 

 

Ruth Circle Wednesday, April 19th @ 12:30pm                                                               

Amy Low Room 

Ginnie Sprague – leader 

 
PW Coordinating Team  

will meet Tuesday, April 4th @ 12:30pm in the Amy Low Room 

 

 

Mission Quilters  

Wednesday April 1st @ 9:30am in Fellowship Hall 
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SCHEDULE FOR APRIL  

Ushers 

Apr. 9 – Leyonmark Family 

Apr. 16 – Rich Family 

Apr. 23 – Leyonmark 

Apr. 30 – Tothero Family 

Liturgists 

Apr. 9 – Joanne Yoviene 

Apr. 16 – Don Robinson 

Apr. 23 – Hal Lewis 

Apr. 30 – Wendy Zimmerman 

 

        PALM SUNDAY SERVICES 

       APRIL 2ND, 2023 

       10AM IN THE SANCTUARY 

 

      MAUNDY THURSDAY 

      APRIL 6TH, 2023 

      7PM IN THE CHAPEL 

 

 

         EASTER SUNDAY  

        APRIL 9TH, 2023 

        10AM IN THE SANCTUARY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EASTER FLOWERS! 

EASTER FLOWERS CAN BE PICKED UP 

FOLLOWING THE EASTER SERVICES 

APRIL 9TH! OTHERWISE THE FLOWER 

WILL BE DELIVERED TO 

OUR HPC FRIENDS AT 

HOME THAT ARE UNA-

BLE TO JOIN US FOR IN

-PERSON SERVICES  
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Non-perishable food items are 
needed for the Blessing Box 
located on Main St. lawn.  Box 
cereal, instant oatmeal, box 
milk, canned milk, dried milk 
packets, canned soup, chili, 
Chef Boyardee, SpaghettiOs, 
chicken noodle soup, Top Ra-
men, baked beans, peanut but-
ter and jelly, dried fruit, mixed 
nuts, granola bars, spaghetti 
sauce and pasta noodles, mac 
& cheese,  canned tuna, canned 
chicken,  peanut butter crack-
ers, cheese crackers, plain 
crackers,  hot cocoa packets, 
instant coffee & tea bags. 
Please note, no expired/close to 
expiration date items can be  
accepted. Thank you! 

Sandwich Sunday 

4/16 

Please bring individu-

ally wrapped sand-

wiches to church Sun-

day morning and put them in the 

coolers in the coat room.  Or, bring 

them to the Hollenbeck's front 

porch at 480 Pleasant Ave anytime 

Saturday or Sunday morning until 

 

Rich McAlpine,  

George Ackerman,  

Bill McCoy,  

Jonah DeLang,  

Donna Burns,  

Richard Monckton,  

Bob Catalino,  

*Contact Church Office with prayer 

needs.  

April Coffee Hour!  
Meet in the lounge after service 

for a time of fellowship!  

2 Church Life and Worship & 

Music  snacks 

9 Building & Grounds 

16 

Ses-

sion 

23 

Mis-

sion 
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HAMBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
177 Main St. 

Hamburg, NY 14075 
 

Pastor - Rev. Rachel Brown  
Christian Education Director -  

Minister of Music- Alexander Hamilton 
Pastoral Care Assistant - Wendy Zimmerman 

Treasurer - Blair Webster 
Financial Secretary - Katie Gertner 

 Church Office - Kendra Quinn-Moultrie  
Sexton - Dave Monaco 

Office Phone - (716) 649-1970 
 

E-mail - hamburgpres@gmail.com 
Web Page - www.hamburgchurch.org  

Facebook  - https://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch/ 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtZVuwF9DN62b-WK-iXq5Ug 

 

 Sunday Worship &  

Christian Ed Schedule 
 

10:00am Worship Service  

in the Sanctuary and on Facebook  

 10:15am Children’s Church  

(after Children’s Sermon) 

 

Worship Online with us! 

Visit www.hamburgchurch.org  and click on the 

Media tab to the drop down Bulletin tab.  Select the 

bulletin of the week and access Facebook Live 
 

 

HPC OFFICE  

Staff Listing 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Rachel Brown: 444-7333  

 

Minister of Music 

Alex Hamilton 

 

 

Financial Secretary 

Katie Gertner:  400-4892 

 

Church Office 

Kendra Quinn-Moultrie: 649-1970 

 

Sexton 

Dave Monaco:  931-5213 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

The deadine for the  

May Issue is  

April 20th, 2023 

 

HPC OFFICE 

HOURS 

(716-649-1970) 

 

Monday 9am - 2pm 

Tuesday 9am - 2pm 

Wednesday     9am - 2pm 

Thursday  9am-2pm 

Friday Closed 

In case of an emergency,  

Rev. Rachel Brown may be 

reached on her cell at 444-7333.   

 

Please let Pastor Rachel 

know of your prayer 

needs by contacting her 

directly at (716) 444-

7333.   

All prayer requests are 

confidential and may be 

made through church 

email or by phone as 

well. 

https://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtZVuwF9DN62b-WK-iXq5Ug
http://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch
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MINUTES OF SESSION March 13th 2023 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 
Pastor Rachel will be in San Diego from 3/15/23-3/22/23 to 
officiate a funeral.  She also presided at Gail Wheaton’s 
funeral on 3/4/23.  Reverend Kate Carlisle will be the pulpit 
supply on 3/19/23 with guests from East Aurora Presbyteri-
an Church.  We have moved our Holy Communion to that 
day, (noted below). 
 
 

CLERK’S REPORT: Nothing to report 
 

DEACON’S REPORT: 
Cheryl update the efforts of the Deacons.  Monthly card 
writing, purchasing 40 Easter flowers for the Sanctuary, 
Updating the Deacon Handbook, and delivering Holy Com-
munion to the homebound.   

 

COMM. TO PRESBYTERY: 
Next meeting in May.  Jim Sampson will be present.   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Blair Webster sent the financials to Session prior to the 
meeting.  The Financial Management Team has added 
percentage of budget to the document.  There was a de-
posit in late February that did not post until after the docu-
ment was generated.  Giving in March will reflect the added 
income.   

MINISTRY TEAMS REQUIRING ACTION:             . 
Personnel – The following motion was tabled until 

the April meeting.  

MOTION: The Personnel Team moves that the 

HPC Employee Handbook be modified to clarify 
vacation time for parttime employee and to provide 
for sick leave.  Those modifications are attached 
and highlighted in “red. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: none 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Review of the Motion by Personnel to amend the Vacation/
Sick Time policy for Employees. 

OPEN DISCUSSION 
General open discussion was held. Topics included 

• Since the Mission Team needs a Session representa-
tive, they can bring a Motion directly to Session for 
consideration.   

• Kris McGuire-Session agreed to host the Annual Meet-

ing at Chestnut Ridge on 7/9/23.  Weidner’s BBQ will 
provide the meal.  Kris also inquired about starting up 
the Progressive Dinner.  Session agreed it would be 
valuable.   

• Cheryl Koelmel-HPC received food donations from 
Feed Hamburg.  We are grateful for their efforts.   

• Sandy Smith-CE is ready for the CE Director search.  
Rachel recommended Ian Caulder.  CE will work with 
Personnel.  

• Wayne Hines-Easter Palms are ordered.  W&M are 
ready for Easter.   

 
There will be a Moment for Ministry Team on March 26, 
2023 from the Nomination Team. 
 
The devotion for the Session Meeting in April will be pro-
vided by Wayne Hines. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
March 19, 2023 at the 10:00am Worship service. (See 
Pastor’s Report above.) 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
April 2, 2023 at the 10:00am Worship service. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
April 6, 2023 at the Maundy Thursday Service. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
April , 2023 at the Easter Sunday Service. 
 
Next meeting date Tuesday April 11, 2023 at 7:00pm.   
 
A motion to adjourn was approved. 
 
Pastor Rachel closed the meeting at 8:15 p.m. with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 

Clerk of Session 

The Rev. Rachel Brown, Moderator, called the Session meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Motion to approve agenda was ap-
proved. 
 

Elders in attendance were: Jim Sampson, Rachel Brown, Chris Burns, Sandy Smith, Wayne Hines, Jeff Leyonmark, Kris 

McGuire, Jerry Stitt, Blair Webster, Holly Bahruth, Tish Harrigan 

Also in attendance was Pastor Rachel  
 

Excused was Tom Tabone,  
 

Deacon in attendance was Cheryl Koemel. 
 

The devotion was provided by Sandy Smith. 
 

The meeting minutes from February 13, 2023 were approved. 
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April 

2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

2 

10:00am Wor-

ship Service  & 

Communion 

 

 

3 

9:30am Caregiv-

ers  

1:00pm Fin. 

Mgmt.  

6:30pm Chris-

tian Ed.  

7:30pm AlAnon  

4 

11:00am Worship 

Planning  

12:30pm PW Coordi-

nating (ALR) 

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

5 

10am Hannah 

Circle (ALR) 

7:30pm AA (FH) 

6 

10:30am Eliza-

beth Circle (Janie 

Feltz’s home) 

7pm Maundy 

Thursday Service  

 

7 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

8 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

 

9 

10:00am Easter 

Service  

10 

7:00pm Session 

(L) 

7:30pm AlAnon  

11 

11:00am Worship 

Planning & Staff 

5:30pm Bell Choir  

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

7:00pm Session (L) 
 

12 

7:00pm Mission 

(L) 

7:30pm AA (FH) 

  

13 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

6:30pm Deacons  

14 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

 

 

15 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

16 

10:00am Wor-

ship Service  &  

Sandwich Sun-

day  

17 

7:00pm Worship 

and Music (Z) 

7:30pm AlAnon 

(FH)  

 

  

18 

11:00am Worship 

Planning  

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

19 

12:30pm Ruth 

Circle (ALR) 

7:30pm AA (FH)  

20 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

21 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

22 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

23 

10:00am Wor-

ship Service  

______________ 

30 

10:00am Wor-

ship Service   

24 

7:30pm  

AlAnon (FH) 

_____________ 

31 

7:30pm  

AlAnon (FH) 

25 

11:00am Worship 

Planning 

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

  

26 

7:30pm AA (FH)  

27 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

28 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

29 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  


