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Engaging in the Anti-Racism Journey    
The Anti-racism Task Group believes it is called by Jesus to recognize, acknowledge and root out racism, 
be it interpersonal, structural or systemic, in our communities, churches, state and country. We admit our 
own complicity in racism and commit to this work as an essential expression of our faith. Our focus is to 

work with the people of the Presbytery to challenge and support each other in this Anti-racism work. Our 
intent is to do this through encouraging education, discussion, partnership and action.  

Anti-Racism Resource Page 

The Doctrine of Discovery 

The Doctrine of Discovery has its roots in the Middle Ages (500 to 1450 CE). It devel-

oped out of the Roman Catholic Church doctrine used to support the Crusades to 

the Holy Land from 1026 to 1271. To justify the Crusades, the pope established the 

idea that it was his responsibility to create a universal Christian world, controlled 

by the Church. That meant that attacking the non-Christians, or pagans, was justi-

fied. While many have heard about the Crusades, few probably think about their re-

lationship to the European attitude toward the “discovery” of North America and 

the Doctrine of Discovery that guided it. And why talk about this in this column any-

way? Because, the racism that is still causing so much pain today, has deep roots in 

Europe’s history. 

In the 1400’s, as Spain and Portugal began their discovery and conquest of the 

world beyond Europe, the Roman Catholic Church adopted several new doctrines. 

These doctrines claimed to protect the rights of “pagans” (anyone not Christian) 

but only if they did not stray too far from European norms for behavior. This meant 

that Spain and Portugal had the right to legally seize lands and rights of non-

Christians who didn’t behave as Europeans did. 

Then, in 1452, in a document titled Dum Diversas, Pope Nicholas V gave permission to 

King Alfonso V of Portugal “to capture, vanquish, and subdue, all Saracens, Pa-

gans, and other enemies of Christ,” to “reduce their persons to perpetual slavery” 

and take away all their possessions and property. When Columbus “claimed” the 

lands he encountered in his journey, Isabella and Ferdinand asked the Pope to af-

firm that they now owned these lands. In time, the English Protestant church em-

ployed the same doctrine to justify its claim over the lands they wanted to take. 

This is the context, and these are the attitudes, that informed those who 

“discovered” America. Because no Europeans had seen these lands before, whichev-

er European nation landed on another land, felt justified in taking possession of it. 

As for the residents, because they were not Christian, they need not be treated as 

full human beings. This is the Doctrine of Discovery. 

Today, some would say that this was just how people thought at that time. What is 

past is past. But what was, in some ways still is. Next week, we will explore how the 

Doctrine of Discovery, this idea that anything a European discovered became theirs, 

continues to hold power in our nation today. 

And some of us may need to explore how it may still hold sway in us as well. 

https://sites.google.com/a/pbywny.org/presbytery-of-western-new-york/anti-racism-resources
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From Pastor Rachel’s Heart... 

“Lent is upon us, and it is always a wonderful time to reflect upon, and spend more 

time  deepening our faith in Jesus. Let us ….  

 

Pray - Prayer accompanies fasting as a historic tradition of Lent. We should 

pray to improve our communion with God and strengthen our spiritual disci-

pline during the preparation of Easter Sunday. 

 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." ~Philippians 4:6 

"Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak." ~Matthew 26:41 

 

Fast - Fasting is a well-known aspect of Lent, inspired by the fast of Jesus 

spending 40 days in the wilderness. Christians partake in fasting to increase 

their self-control over worldly desires, such as food. 

 

"Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came 

and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread." But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.'" ~Matthew 4:1-4  

 

Give - Helping others is also a tradition of the Lent season, inspired by the com-

mand of Jesus to "love your neighbor as yourself." While we should likewise give 

to others in love throughout the entire year, an extra emphasis is added during 

the time of Lent. 

 

"Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 

to God." ~Hebrews 13:16 

""Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of              

others."~Philippians 2:4 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/26-41.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+4:1-4
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/love-your-neighbor-as-yourself-bible-meaning-of-mark-12-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/13-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-4.html
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS: 

 

Hannah Circle, Wednesday, March 8th @ 10:00am  

Amy Low Room 

Marci Toney - leader 

 

Elizabeth Circle Thursday, March 9th @ 10:30am  

Janie Smith’s home 

Janie Smith - leader 

 

Ruth Circle Wednesday, March 15th @ 12:30pm                                                               

Amy Low Room 

Ginnie Sprague – leader 

 
PW Coordinating Team  

will meet Tuesday, March 7th @ 12:30pm in the Amy Low Room 

 

 

Mission Quilters  

Wednesdays March 1st @ 9:30am in Fellowship Hall 
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SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY  

Ushers 

Mar. 5 – Cheryl Koelmel 

Mar. 12 – Melissa Ferraro 

Mar. 19 – Joyce Huen 

Mar. 26 – Jean Coffey 

 

Liturgists 

Mar. 5 – Anna Robinson 

Mar. 12 – Christel Beers 

Mar. 19 – Shirley Hines 

Mar. 26 – Jeff Leyonmark 

 

        PALM SUNDAY SERVICES 

       APRIL 2ND, 2023 

       10AM IN THE SANCTUARY 

 

      MAUNDY THURSDAY 

      APRIL 6TH, 2023 

      7PM IN THE CHAPEL 

 

 

         EASTER SUNDAY  

        APRIL 9TH, 2023 

        10AM IN THE SANCTUARY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EASTER FLOWERS! 

THE DEACONS WILL BE SELLING FLOW-

ERS UNTIL MARCH 5TH! FLOWERS 

WILL BE IN 6IN POTS FOR $7.15 
 

 DAFFODILS 

 

             

GERBER DAISIES 

 
 

TULIPS 
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Non-perishable food items are 
needed for the Blessing Box 
located on Main St. lawn.  Box 
cereal, instant oatmeal, box 
milk, canned milk, dried milk 
packets, canned soup, chili, 
Chef Boyardee, SpaghettiOs, 
chicken noodle soup, Top Ra-
men, baked beans, peanut but-
ter and jelly, dried fruit, mixed 
nuts, granola bars, spaghetti 
sauce and pasta noodles, mac 
& cheese,  canned tuna, canned 
chicken,  peanut butter crack-
ers, cheese crackers, plain 
crackers,  hot cocoa packets, 
instant coffee & tea bags. 
Please note, no expired/close to 
expiration date items can be  
accepted. Thank you! 

Sandwich Sunday 

3/19 

Please bring individu-

ally wrapped sand-

wiches to church Sun-

day morning and put them in the 

coolers in the coat room.  Or, bring 

them to the Hollenbeck's front 

porch at 480 Pleasant Ave anytime 

Saturday or Sunday morning until 

 

Rich McAlpine,  

Tom Tabone, 

Sydney Zimmerman 

Bob Bickel 

George Ackerman,  

Bill McCoy,  

Jonah DeLang,  

Donna Burns,  

Richard Monckton,  

Bob Catalino,  

*Contact Church Office with pray-

er needs.  

March Coffee Hour!  
Meet in the 

lounge after ser-

vice for a time of 

fellowship!  

5 Personnel  

12 Adult Bell 

Choir  

19 Session and 

Buildings & Grounds - snacks 

26 Deacons & Caregivers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springtime in the Country 

  March 24-26, 2023 

  Fairgrounds in Hamburg 

Are you ready for warm weather and thoughts of flowers, bright colors and 

sunshine? Then please consider volunteering at Springtime in the Country, 

an artisan/craft show sponsored by Premier Promotions. Our friendly faces 

are needed to manage the doors (take tickets/stamp hands) by working 2 

½-3 hour time slots. Hamburg Presbyterian Church receives a donation 

from Premier Promotions for the volunteer 

time slots we are able to fill.   

*Sign-up sheet in the narthex 

*Sign-up Genius  

*Contact Janie: 716-992-3479 (h), 716-868-

6153 (c),  dtchmn@verizon.net   

*Contact Tracy: 716-648-5645 

(c),  kttone14075@gmail.com 

From the Mission Team: We 
reached out to St. Luke’s, 
Friends of Night, and Resur-
rection Life Food Pantry and 
asked about their ongoing 
needs. We are having a collec-
tion for these much needed 
items. We are asking for dona-
tions of the following: 
Travel/hotel sized toiletries, 
socks, bars of soap, tooth-
brushes/toothpaste, toilet 
paper, paper towels, and 
adult Depends (or similar 
brands). There is a large 
white basket in the coat room 
for these items. Thank you!  

Blessing Tree: 150 items 

have been taken so far! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA5AD2CA7FDC52-springtime
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From our kitchen to yours… 

Cinnamon Cheesecake Dessert 

Ingredients: 

• 2 (10 ounce) cans refrigerated crescent din-

ner rolls 

• 2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, sof-

tened 

• 1 cup white sugar 

• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

• ½ cup butter, melted 

• ½ cup white sugar 

• 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 

Instructions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 350°F 

2. Flatten one tube of crescent roll dough, and 

press into the bottom of a 9x13 inch pan. 

3. In a medium bowl, mix together the cream 

cheese with 1 cup sugar and vanilla until 

smooth. Spread the cream cheese mixture over 

the dough in the pan. 

4. Unroll the remaining crescent roll dough, 

and place over the top of the cream cheese lay-

er. 

5. Spread melted butter over the top, and 

sprinkle the top with a mixture of 1/2 cup sug-

ar and cinnamon. 

6. Bake for 30 minutes in the preheated oven, 

or until top is lightly toasted. Cool, and refrig-

erate before serving. 

Slow Cooker Broccoli Cheese Soup 

This recipe can be doubled, but you’ll need 

to use a 6-quart crock pot. 

 

Ingredients: 

• 8 oz Cheese Whiz 

• 2 cans Cream of Celery Soup 

• 1-pint half and half 

• 2 (10 oz) packs frozen chopped broccoli 

 

Instructions: 

Combine all four ingredients in a crock pot 

and cook on low for 5 hours. Stir well and 

cook on low for an additional hour. 

 

Notes: 

I like to use broccoli florets but chopped 

broccoli works fine too. 

The soup I made for the Lenten lunch 

cooked overnight, gives it a different flavor 

but I like the way it tastes with the shorter 

cooking time as above. 

I’ve added a dash or two of cayenne to spice 

it up. 
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HAMBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
177 Main St. 

Hamburg, NY 14075 
 

Pastor - Rev. Rachel Brown  
Christian Education Director -  

Minister of Music- Alexander Hamilton 
Pastoral Care Assistant - Wendy Zimmerman 

Treasurer - Blair Webster 
Financial Secretary - Katie Gertner 

 Church Office - Kendra Quinn-Moultrie  
Sexton - Dave Monaco 

Office Phone - (716) 649-1970 
 

E-mail - hamburgpres@gmail.com 
Web Page - www.hamburgchurch.org  

Facebook  - https://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch/ 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtZVuwF9DN62b-WK-iXq5Ug 

 

 Sunday Worship &  

Christian Ed Schedule 
 

10:00am Worship Service  

in the Sanctuary and on Facebook  

 10:15am Children’s Church  

(after Children’s Sermon) 

 

Worship Online with us! 

Visit www.hamburgchurch.org  and click on the 

Media tab to the drop down Bulletin tab.  Select the 

bulletin of the week and access Facebook Live 

 

HPC OFFICE  

Staff Listing 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Rachel Brown: 444-7333  

 

Minister of Music 

Alex Hamilton 

 

 

Financial Secretary 

Katie Gertner:  400-4892 

 

Church Office 

Kendra Quinn-Moultrie: 649-1970 

 

Sexton 

Dave Monaco:  931-5213 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

The deadine for the  

April Issue is  

March 13th, 2023 

 

HPC OFFICE 

HOURS 

(716-649-1970) 

 

Monday 9am 

- 2pm 

Tuesday 9am - 2pm 

Wednesday     9am - 2pm 

Thursday  9am-2pm 

Friday Closed 

In case of an emergency,  

Rev. Rachel Brown may be 

reached on her cell at 444-7333.   

 

Please let Pastor Rachel 

know of your prayer 

needs by contacting her 

directly at (716) 444-

7333.   

All prayer requests are 

confidential and may be 

made through church 

email or by phone as 

well. 

One Great Hour of Sharing is a spe-

cial offering to Presbytery. It pro-

vides relief from natural disasters, 

food for the hungry and support for 

the poor and oppressed.  Offering 

envelopes are in the pews and  on 

the table in the Narthex.  Collections 

will be made until April 2nd. These 

can be placed in the offering basket 

or text OGHS to 91999 or 

online:  pcusa.org/give-oghs. 

https://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtZVuwF9DN62b-WK-iXq5Ug
http://www.facebook.com/hamburgpresbychurch
http://pcusa.org/give-oghs
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MINUTES OF SESSION February 13th 2023 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 
Pastor Rachel reported she oversaw the funeral of 
Carolyn Whaley.  She also conducted a funeral for a 
non-member by the name of Eric West. 
 
 

CLERK’S REPORT: 
Tony Cimorelli reported that he completed Annual 
Church Statistics Report online for the  Presbytery of 
Western New York. Tony will also not be able to 
make the March 2023 Session meeting. In his ab-
sence Jeff Leyonmark will capture the notes for the 
meeting. 
 

DEACON’S REPORT: 
Elyse Perry reported that Deacons are now taking 
orders for Easter flowers. Volunteer Terry Vogler is 
starting the process. Other usual normal activities are 
taking place such as visits, card writing, etc.  Dea-
cons are also revisiting the concept of a prayer chain. 
In today’s digital world email and electronic communi-
cation has replaced much of the need for this but 
none the less they are reviewing if a revised program 
is required. 
 

COMM. TO PRESBYTERY: 
A report on the January meeting will be provided next 
month by Jim Sampson. The next Presbytery meeting 
is scheduled for May. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Jerry Stitt spoke to the Treasurer’s Report provided 
from Blair Webster. Jerry shared some financial con-
cerns that it is important for Session to be aware of. 
In summary, the financial situation for HPC is chang-
ing. The trajectory of reduced revenue could lead to-
wards us not being able to do some things in the fu-
ture. Concerns mentioned include our reserves are 
down, pledges are down and general giving is down. 
It is recommended that Session Ministry Team leads 
watch spending limits, stay within budget and be pru-
dent in 2023.  

It was also noted that the Building and Grounds Team 
will be meeting with the Treasurer to review major 
church expenses. 

MINISTRY TEAMS REQUIRING ACTION:             . 
Buildings & Grounds 
MOTION: To allow the Hamburg Nursery School to 
use the HPC building and parking lot for their annual 
chicken BBQ on Tues May 16,  2023. Motion 
passed . 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
No old business was discussed  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
No new business 
 

OPEN DISCUSSION 
General open discussion was held. 
 

The devotion for the Session Meeting in March will be 
provided by Sandy Smith for Tom Tabone. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion was celebrated 
on February 5, 2023 at the 10:00 a.m. Worship ser-
vice.  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrat-
ed on February 22, 2023 at the Ash Wednesday Ser-
vices. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrat-
ed on March 5, 2023 at the 10:00am Worship service. 
 

Next meeting date March 13, 2023 at 7:00pm.   
 

A motion to adjourn was approved. 
 

Pastor Rachel closed the meeting at 8:10 p.m. with 
prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 

Clerk of Session 

The Rev. Rachel Brown, Moderator, called the Session meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Motion to approve  
agenda was approved. 
 

Elders in attendance were: Jerry Stitt, Chris Burns, Jeff Leyonmark, Sandy Smith, Hollis Bahruth, Trisha Har-
rigan 
 

Also in attendance were Pastor Rachel, Tony Cimorelli Clerk of Session and Rev. Dr. Cynthia Wickwire-
Lundquist from the Antiracism Task Group of the Presbytery of WNY. 
 

Excused was Tom Tabone, James Sampson, Kris McGuire, Wayne Hines, Blair Webster. 
 

Deacon in attendance was Elyse Perry. 
 

The devotion was provided by Jeff Leyonmark. 
 

The meeting minutes from January 9, 2023 were approved. 
 

A special guest presentation was Rev. Dr. Cynthia Wickwire-Lundquist from the Antiracism Task Group of the 
Presbytery of WNY. She shared with us the purpose of the task force and the resources available to us to 
help eliminate racism. Resources she spoke of are attached to the end of these minutes. 
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March 

2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:30am Mission 

Quilters (FH) 

 

2 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

3 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

4 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

5 

10:00am 

Worship 

Service  & 

Communion 

 

 

6 

9:30am Caregiv-

ers  

1:00pm Fin. 

Mgmt.  

6:30pm Chris-

tian Ed.  

7:30pm AlAnon  

7 

11:00am Worship 

Planning  

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

8 

10am Hannah 

Circle (ALR) 

7:00pm Mission 

7:30pm AA (FH) 

9 

10:30am Eliza-

beth Circle (Janie 

Smith’s home) 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

10 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

1 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

 

12 

10:00am 

Worship 

Service   

13 

7:00pm Session 

(L) 

7:30pm AlAnon  

14 

11:00am Worship 

Planning & Staff 

5:30pm Bell Choir  

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

 
 

15 

12:30pm Ruth 

Circle (ALR) 

7:00pm Mission 

(L) 

7:30pm AA (FH) 

  

16 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

6:30pm Deacons  

17 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

 

 

18 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

 

19 

10:00am 

Worship 

Service  &  

Sandwich 

Sunday  

20 

12:30pm PW 

Coordinating 

(ALR) 

7:00pm Worship 

and Music (Z) 

7:30pm AlAnon 

(FH)  

 

21 

11:00am Worship 

Planning  

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

22 

7:30pm AA (FH)  

23 

7pm YogaFaith 

(FH) 

24 

10:00pm AA 

(FH)  

25 

9:00am United 

Church of God 

(FH)  

26 

10:00am 

Worship 

Service   

27 

7:30pm  

AlAnon 

 (FH) 

28 

11:00am Worship 

Planning 

5:30pm Bell Choir 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

  

    


